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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 



1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 5-9, 1 1-14 and 16 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Objections 



2. Claims 5 and 1 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: Applicant claim 
dependency on claims that are canceled and remove from examination. Appropriate correction is 
required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-3, 5-9, 11-14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Lawlor et al (U.S. PG Pub No. 2002/0038289 Al). 
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5. As Per claim 1 , Lawlor et al teach a method for a client to authorize an automated 
clearing house (ACH) transaction comprising prompting the client to enter authentication 
credentials to access an online interface to a financial provider network, allowing the client to 
access the online web interface when the authentication credentials are verified wherein the 
online interface enables the client to define ACH transaction parameters including whether the 
ACH transaction is at least one of one-time, recurring, and scheduled; storing the ACH 
transaction parameters in a database; and executing an authorized ACH transaction based on the 
set up and authorization information ACH transaction parameters, wherein the authorized ACH 
transaction debits a first account and credits a second account (see abstract, figs 1, la, 2, 14a- 
14d,pps 0078, 0081, 0088, 0089, 0195, 0203, 0211-0214, 0317-0323, 0338, 0343) . 

6. As Per claim 1, Lawlor et al teach a method further comprising modifying the ACH 
transaction parameters to create modified ACH transaction parameters set up accepting the 
modified ACH transaction parameters in a database providing notice of an executed ACH 
transaction (see abstract, figs I, la, 2, 14a-14d, pps 0078, 0081, 0088, 0089, 0195, 0203, 0211- 

i 

0214, 0317-0323, 0338, 0343). 

7. As Per claim 3, Lawlor et al teach method of claim 2, further comprising providing 
access to the ACH transaction parameters and ACH transactions history {see abstract, figs 1, la, 
2, 14a-14d,pps 0078, 0081, 0088, 0089, 0195, 0203, 0211-0214, 0317-0323, 0338, 0343). 
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8. As Per claim 5, Lawlor et al teach a method wherein the ACH transaction is an ACH-in 
transaction that electronically transfers client funds from a client account at a third party 
financial institution to a client account at the a financial service provider (see abstract, figs 1, la, 
2, 14a-14d, pps 0078, 0081, 0088, 0089, 0195, 0203, 0211-0214, 0317-0323, 0338, 0343). 

9. As Per claim 6, Lawlor et al teach a method wherein the ACH transaction parameters 
comprises a routing number for a client third party financial institution, a client account number 
at the client third party financial institution and financial service provider; and an amount of 
funds to be transferred between at-least-one a client account in the client third party financial 
institution and a client account at the financial service provider (see abstract, figs 1, la, 2, 14a- 
14d, pps 0078, 0081, 0088, 0089, 0195, 0203, 0211-0214, 0317-0323, 0338, 0343). 

10. As Per claim 7, Lawlor et al teach a method a method for authorizing an automated 
clearing house (ACH) transaction, the method comprising prompting a client to enter 
authentication credentials to access an online interface to a financial provider network; allowing 
the client to access the online ~ interface when the authentication credentials are verified on a 
financial provider wherein the online interface enables the client to define ACH transaction 
parameters including whether the ACH transaction is at least one of one-time, recurring, and 
scheduled; allowing automatically executing an authorized ACH transaction based on the ACH 
transaction parameters (see abstract, figs 1, la, 2, I4a-14d, pps 0078, 0081, 0088, 0089, 0195, 
0203, 0211-0214, 0317-0323, 0338, 0343). 
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11. As Per claim 8, Lawlor et al teach a method further comprising the steps of notifying the 
client of the executed ACH transaction enabling modification of the ACH transaction parameters 
authorization and storing acknowledging the modified ACH transaction parameters (see abstract, 
figs 1, la, 2, 14a-14d, pps 0078, 0081, 0088, 0089, 0195, 0203, 0211-0214, 0317-0323, 0338, 
0343).. 

12. As Per claim 9, Lawlor et al teach a method wherein the access to the online interface is 
via a computer having a web browser application (see abstract, figs 1, la, 2, 14a-14d, pps 0078, 
0081, 0088, 0089, 0195, 0203, 0211-0214, 0317-0323, 0338, 0343).. 

13. As Per claim 1 1 , Lawlor et al teach a method wherein the ACH transaction is an ACH-in 
transaction (see abstract, figs 1, la, 2, 14a-14d, pps 0078, 0081, 0088, 0089, 0195, 0203, 0211- 
0214, 0317-0323, 0338, 0343).. 

14. As Per claim 12, Lawlor et al teach a method wherein the inputted ACH transaction 
parameters include information selected from the group comprising a routing number - for a 
third party financial institution; an account number at a third party financial institution; and, an 
amount of funds to be transferred (see abstract, figs 1, la, 2, 14a-14d, pps 0078, 0081, 0088, 
0089, 0195, 0203, 0211-0214, 0317-0323, 0338, 0343).. 

15. As Per claim 13, Lawlor et al teach a method a client to individually set-up and 
authorize an automated clearing house (ACH) in transaction, the method comprising providing 
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an online ~ interface on a financial services provider network to enable the client to define ACH- 
in transaction parameters including whether the ACH-in transaction is at least one of one-time, 
recurring, and scheduled; allowing a the client to securely access the online ~ interface via a 
client computer having a web browser application; storing and acknowledging the ACH-in 
transaction parameters; automatically executing an authorized ACH-in transaction based on the 
ACH-in transaction parameters to electronically transfer client funds from a client account at a 
third party financial institution to a client account at the financial services provider; notifying the 
client of the completed ACH-in transaction; and enabling the client to modify the authorization 
information ACH-in transaction parameters (see abstract, figs 1, la, 2, 14a-14d, pps 0078, 
0081, 0088, 0089, 0195, 0203, 0211-0214, 0317-0323, 0338, 0343),. 

16. As Per claim 14, Lawlor et al teach a method of storing and acknowledging the ACH-in 
transaction parameters (see abstract, figs 1, la, 2, 14a-14d, pps 0078, 0081, 0088, 0089, 0195, 
0203, 0211-0214, 0317-0323, 0338, 0343).. 

17. As Per claim 16, Lawlor et al teach a method wherein the ACH-in transaction parameters 
comprises a routing number for a client third party financial institution, a client account number 
at the client third party financial institution and financial service provider; and, an amount of 
funds to be transferred between a client account in the client third party financial institution and a 
client account at the financial service provider (see abstract, figs 1, la, 2, 14a-14d, pps 0078, 
0081, 0088, 0089, 0195, 0203, 0211-0214, 0317-0323, 0338, 0343). 
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Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure, {see form 892). 

19. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE -MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FIRMIN BACKER whose telephone number is 571-272-6703. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew J. Fischer can be reached on (571) 272-6779. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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